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My Story/Jesus’ Story  
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• In Devotion  (feel free to highlight, underline, and scribble notes.  Take your time, working 

through the following material over the course of the next week…it would be better for 
you to get through one sentence with understanding than the whole lesson with no 
understanding!)  

 
And with many other words he bore witness and continued to 

exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked 
generation.” 

Acts 2:40 
 

In Acts 1:8, just following the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ and immediately before 
His ascension, Jesus calls His disciples together and reminds them for the last time about 
the promise of the Father that they are about to receive.  But this time, He further reveals 
the purpose of all purposes of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  He declares to them that 
they will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon them, and that they will be 
His witnesses in Jerusalem and in Judea and Samaria, even to the end of the earth.   
 
This prophecy was fulfilled in unparalleled power when the Holy Spirit came in like a 
mighty rushing wind, clothing all the seekers in power, and donning each of them with 
dancing tongues of fire.  Where Babel had once brought confusion and division of 
language, Pentecost had brought clarity and unity of message.  The miracle was magnified 
when the devout Jews that had gathered in Jerusalem from all nations heard the disciples 
speaking in their own native tongues!  Oh, the power of the tongue!  Especially the power 
of the tongue that is fueled by the fire of the Holy Ghost!  The power to divide light and 
darkness, truth and error, salvation and destruction!  The ability to render life or death!   
 
Peter spared no time in this pursuit, bearing witness in bold and glorious fashion.  His 
message anointed, not with the salve of education and training, but with the dynamic 
persuasive power of the promised Pneuma (Greek word for wind), leading many to 
salvation’s threshold.  He barreled on like a gospel locomotive, as he, with much 
exhortation, continued to bear witness of the Christ, resulting in the harvest of around 3000 
souls that day.  And with little delay he began to see that same harvest of disciples offering 
themselves as tinder for the Holy Spirit to further set the countryside of dry hearts ablaze 
with the gospel fire.  And what was these disciples’ main ignition device?  The tongue! 
 
In John 16:14 Jesus said that the Holy Spirit would glorify the Son by taking what was the 
Son’s and declaring it to the saints (who in turn would declare it to the sinners).  One of 
the primary ministries of the Holy Spirit is to glorify the name of Jesus through the witness 



of His disciples.  It should be no surprise then that the initial manifestation and evidence 
of the baptism of the Holy Spirit is the witness that is brought forth from the tongue of the 
saved!  It is of no consequence whether this is in the case of the unintelligible made 
intelligible (e.g., at Pentecost when each heard them speaking in their own language) or in 
the case of the more normal manifestation of the tongue in intelligible preaching and 
testimony.  Jesus told us that we would receive power and become His witnesses!  I am not 
arguing for a law here, but close to it!  It would be almost unthinkable to receive the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit and it not manifest itself in some form of expression of the tongue.  
Usually at first in our confession of Christ and how He has intersected our own lives, and 
then later in the declaration of the gospel to the unsaved…I call this:  My Story (personal 
testimony) and Jesus’ Story (the simple gospel of Jesus Christ).   
 
After passing through the waters of baptism and having received the promise of the Father, 
the Holy Spirit, the first assignment for the new believer is to immediately share his story 
and the gospel of Jesus Christ with his oikos (Greek word for one’s extended household) 
which basically includes all people within his sphere of influence.  And why wouldn’t he 
want to?   
 
Imagine this…if you somehow bumped into the President of the United States today, how 
many of you would need any encouragement to begin to share with everyone you knew 
(and even those you don’t!) of your experience?  How many of you would require 
handwriting on the wall before doing so?  How many of you would think you needed 
special training or education before you could relate your story?  How much more, then, 
having met the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords ought we to tell of our experience!  
Being a witness is no more than a nobody (me), telling everybody (all nations), about a 
somebody (Jesus). 
 
The Word of God says to always be prepared to give a defense for the hope that is in you! 
I have made it my personal business to never turn down, when invited, the opportunity to 
share about what Jesus has done in my life. And I have also learned to testify when I have 
not been invited! The gospel is what saves; and the testimony of how he saved me is what 
builds the bridge to the unbeliever’s heart!  Amen. 
 
And now Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to speak Your Word with 
all boldness! 
 

• In Meditation  
As you consider the following references, first pray and invite the Holy Spirit to come and 
teach you as only the Teacher and Comforter can.  Admit to him your complete inability 
to understand anything spiritual apart from his grace and illumination.  Then consider each 
of these verses, taking notes on anything that the Spirit brings to your attention; perhaps a 
Sin to confess, a Promise to claim, an Example to follow, a Command to obey, or a Seed 
of righteousness to sow.  If successful, you are learning to read the Word of God with your 
S.P.E.C.S. on!  
 
John 4:1-45 _____________________________________________________________ 



________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Who was this woman?  What was her background?  Qualifications?  _________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
When did she begin to share her testimony? _____________________________________ 
What were the results? _____________________________________________________ 
What can I personally learn from her story? _____________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Acts 21:27-23:11 _________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
What is the who? what? when? where? why? of this passage? _______________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
What were the results? _____________________________________________________ 
Was Paul’s approach in deed only or in word and deed? ___________________________ 
What can we learn from Paul’s example? _______________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Revelation 12:10-11 ______________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
What role does the blood of the Lamb (gospel of Jesus Christ) and the word of our 
testimony play in spiritual warfare?  ___________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
How does it enable us to overcome the accuser? __________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

In Application 
1. Write an “Oikos List.”  Divide a sheet of paper in two columns.  On the left 

column write “Far From God.”  On the right column write “Near to God.”  Then 
below each column begin to fill in all the names that God brings to your 
remembrance.  Then turn back to the list and pray to God that He would begin to 
prioritize the first five names of those that are “Far From God,” so that you may 
share your personal testimony and the gospel of Jesus Christ with them 

 
2. Prepare your testimony.  Read Acts 21:39-22:21 out loud with a timer.  Time it 

from beginning to end.  See how long it takes to read Paul’s personal testimony out 
loud.  Turn back to the text and look for the three parts of Paul’s testimony (noting 
the references for each part): 
 

a. What life was like before Christ 
b. How he came to know Christ 
c. The difference that Christ has made in his life 

 
It should have taken around three minutes to read Paul’s testimony.  This is how 



long your testimony should be.  Now write out your personal testimony in three 
parts and read it out loud.  It shouldn’t take more than three minutes.  Practice 
reading it with a more mature believer friend and allow them to make helpful 
suggestions. 

 
3. Learn how to share the gospel from Romans 6:23 in one minute.  One Verse, 

One Minute, One Illustration!  
                                                                       

Practice sharing the gospel using the bridge below, while highlighting the following 
truths from this verse: 

a. The difference between death and eternal life (and separation from God) 
b. The difference between a wage and a gift 
c. How the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ bridges the chasm 

     
    

 
In Prayer 

God, thank You for saving me and setting me free.  Thank You for the opportunity to share 
Your grace and love with all that I meet.  Thank You that you haven’t given me a spirit of 
fear, but have given me a Spirit of love, power, and sound mind.  Help me to not shrink 
back.  I join in agreement with the original disciples’ prayer oh Lord that You would look 
upon their (my accusers) threats and grant your servant to speak Your Word with all 
boldness!  I don’t pray as much for opportunities as I do to seize the opportunities that are 
right in front of my eyes.  Open my throat and loose my tongue to boldly declare the Good 
News of Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit and in the name of Jesus!  Amen. 

 
Sharpening your axe  

Set S.M.A.R.T. goals for the sharing of your personal testimony and the gospel of Jesus 
Christ for the next 6 months.  These goals should be Specific, Measurable, Attainable, 
Realistic, and Timely.  You may decide to share with at least one person each week, or 
three people each week, or maybe even one person each day.  Ask the Lord to give you a 
goal that you believe you can accomplish.  It is only in repetition that skill is developed 
and courage and faith are built! 


