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• In Devotion  (feel free to highlight, underline, and scribble notes.  Take your time, working 

through the following material over the course of the next week…it would be better for 
you to get through one sentence with understanding than the whole lesson with no 
understanding!)  

 
…whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be 

thirsty again – John 4:13 
 

…true worshipers will worship the Father in Spirit and truth, for 
the Father is seeking such people to worship him – John 4:23 

 
…I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for 

harvest – John 4:35 
 
 

As the influence of Jesus grew in the wake of the miracle at Cana and his ministry in Jerusalem, 
we pick up here in chapter four finding Jesus about the business of the highest order, namely that 
of making and baptizing disciples.  His employment required of him all manner of gifts and 
ministry, but in all cases, they served to bring him back to the central occupation of making 
students of the righteousness of God.  He did this in no ordinary fashion.  His message and 
methods were so exceptional, that we find him here, already bringing in a greater harvest than 
did John the Baptist, the one that Jesus would call the greatest man ever having been born of a 
woman.  
 
Under the threat of his ever-widening influence, he and his disciples found themselves needing 
to retreat from Judea again to Galilee, the setting of his first miracle.  The rhythm of Jesus’ life 
and ministry, as observed in these circumstances, is instructive to any thoughtful disciple-maker.  
He was the master trainer, who preferred the teaching style of model, assist, and assign more 
than that of lecture and sermonizing.  He knew when and how to lead by example, when and 
how to lead with instruction, and when and how to lead by challenge and activation.  And he 
wastes no time here. 
 
He and his disciples embarked on their journey to Galilee, while taking the most undesirable of 
routes.  They had to pass through the area of Samaria whose inhabitants, while claiming to be 
descendants of Jacob themselves, had not only welcomed the most profane of the heathen 
nations among them, but had also perverted Mosaic law by establishing their own center of 
worship.  And though Jesus’ navigation may prove arbitrary and even shocking to the 



sensitivities of the “good” Jews of that day, it was not accidental.  The timing, the place, and the 
people who were there, were perfect strokes of Providence, and the perfect occasion for 
revealing the glorious truths that were needed in this hour.  Again, his sermon would be preached 
not from behind the podium, but through his discourse with the most unsuspecting of characters, 
a loose but lamentful “lady” of Samaria. 
 
It was in their conversation that surrounded his appeal for a drink of water that heaven 
condescended to the ranks of the lowliest that the earth has to offer.  It was here that Jesus used 
the natural needs of a human to teach her and all of mankind of their greatest eternal need and of 
heaven’s manifest provision and remedy.  At the place where Jacob, who is called Israel, had 
provided water for himself and his sons of the twelve tribes of Israel and their livestock, Jesus 
now offers himself as living water that will satisfy forever the spiritual thirst of mankind.  
 
As this revelation dawns the consciousness of the lowly woman, Jesus astutely understands that 
her greater understanding will be contingent upon her repentance.  So, the one who needs not the 
testimony of a man to know a man, begins to lay bare the mysteries of her heart.  She slowly 
becomes more and more convinced that her “chance” encounter is of a divine origin and purpose.  
She further tests him with questions concerning the proprieties of worship.  He uses the occasion 
to further educate and instruct her of the shift that has occurred in God’s economy, and that will 
forever change the way that God relates with man, in all times and in all places.  Worship will no 
longer be offered in this place or that place, instead becoming an activity of the heart without 
human or physical mediation - in, by, and of spirit and of truth. 
 
God has shifted it from the physical and geographical to the spiritual, from form to substance, 
and from external to internal.  The earth is the Lord’s and all it contains.  Heaven is his throne, 
and the earth is his footstool.  Heaven has been brought close to us.  We needn’t make any 
pilgrimages; we needn’t climb any mountains; we needn’t possess any artifacts or charms.  We 
certainly do not need any graven images or caricatures.  What we need is Spirit and Truth.  The 
high place has been brought down to the lowliness of the impoverished heart.  The river now 
flows from the sanctuary of our innermost being.  We have come to the mountain of the living 
God!  	
	
What glorious news to the weak and feeble.  What a gracious condescension of our Lord that 
reveals his majesty and glory to us in a measure that we can handle.  Though the sinful woman 
had sensed the eternal weight of the conversation that Providence had graced her with, her 
understanding was progressive in nature.  And as each one of the chains that her sin and religion 
had shackled her with falls to the ground, the Spirit mercifully wrests the confession from her 
that indeed, this could be the Messiah!   
 
It was a confession so compelling that it overcame all the doubt that surrounded this otherwise 
untrustworthy woman.  Her entire home-town, gripped by the witness of the redemptive power 
that they beheld in the testimony of this infamously familiar woman, came to see for 
themselves.  And many of them believed, and made faith personal, declaring him the Savior of 
the world!   
 



The lessons of these accounts are clear.  The unqualified are qualified to testify, not on account 
of their education, pedigree, training, or even longevity; but on account of the sovereign choice 
and calling of the one that has propitiated the most heinous of man’s sins.   
 
Jesus intentionally and lovingly cuts through the barriers of religion, culture, and self-
condemnation to reveal his eternal salvation that converts the sinner and transforms him into a 
living testament of his glory and grace.  Furthermore, he wants to use ordinary people in co-
laboring toward the expansion of his kingdom, a business that he was about, and of which all of 
his earthly concerns became subordinate.  He is calling each of us to join him in the present 
harvest by going and making disciples and baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit.  Today is the day of visitation.  Today is the day of salvation.  Tomorrow is 
not promised! 
 
And finally, this chapter concludes when we are reminded that although Jesus is the Lord of the 
Harvest, he cares for the individual.  For it was with rigor that he set his face toward Galilee after 
two days in Samaria.  And there he performed the second sign in that area, healing an official’s 
son of his affliction, resulting in the salvation of the official and his entire household!  What a 
God!  What a Savior! 
 
• In Meditation  
 

Study Skill:  Read John 4 at least three times slowly and all the way through.  Try reading 
the passage in a different translation of the Bible each time (e.g., ESV, NASB, NIV, 
NKJ, or Amplified) It is good to read your selected passage all the way through without 
interruption before getting into the details.  Before you can truly comprehend the individual 
trees, you need to understand them in the context of the forest! 
 
Identify the who, what, when, where, why, and how in this passage_________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
What do you see as the major divisions of thought in this passage?  Try to divide 
Chapter 4 into at least four sections: 
 
Section One (fill in the verses here): _____________ 
Section Two (fill in the verses here): _____________ 
Section Three (fill in the verses here): ____________ 
Section Four (fill in the verse here): _____________ 

 
Section One – Jesus reveals himself as the source of eternal salvation to the sinful 
woman (verses 1-18) 
 
In verses 1-4 John discusses the fact of Jesus making more disciples than John.  Why was 
it suggested in the devotional that out of all the gifts and ministry that Jesus did, making 



disciples was perhaps his highest priority?  _____________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
And relatedly, why is finding the faithful man to disciple one of the most important 
activities of the minister? __________________________________________________  
What can we learn in this passage of Jesus and his method and message in the art of 
discipleship? _____________________________________________________________ 
What do we mean when we talk about modeling, assisting, and assigning, and why is 
this more effective in training than just lecturing or sermonizing?  _________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

  How does Jesus model of ministry and discipleship compare and contrast to what we may 
  have witnessed in the Christian community? ____________________________________	
	 	 ________________________________________________________________________ 

Why do you think that Jesus left baptism to his disciples? ________________________  
Why do you think Jesus discipleship was more effective than John’s? _______________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
If Jesus wasn’t afraid to die, why do you think he retreated from Judea? _____________ 
_______________________________________________________________________  
What could the significance be of his encounter with the sinful woman happening at 
Jacob’s well?  In Samaria? _________________________________________________  
Why is it significant that this discourse took place in this region rather than Jerusalem or 
Judea? _________________________________________________________________ 
Do you relate to the sinful woman? __________________________________________ 
Identify the titles that the sinful woman uses of Jesus throughout this discourse and note 
their progression.  What does the progression reveal about her growing understanding of 
who Christ is?  Has your testimony progressed as hers? ___________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Section Two – Jesus reveals true worship and his Messiahship to the sinful woman 
(verses 19-26) 

 
Compare and contrast worship in the Old Testament and the New Testament? _________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
What does it mean to worship in spirit and in truth? ______________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Identify what this means practically in the way that we now relate to God? ___________	
________________________________________________________________________	
________________________________________________________________________ 
Jesus could have used the occasion to attack the religion of the Samaritan woman.  They 
had established another center of worship outside of Jerusalem and were a highly 
schismatic people.  How did Jesus handle her questions instead? ____________________ 



________________________________________________________________________ 
What can we learn in Jesus’ entire handling of the sinful woman that may help us in our 
approach with other unbelievers? ____________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Section Three – Jesus reveals himself as the Lord of the harvest (verses 27-45) 
 
What did Jesus’ response to the disciples after having returned from the market and 
attempting to get him to eat suggest about what he perceived to be the priorities of his 
life?  ___________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________  
How do his priorities compare to yours right now in your life?  _____________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Discuss the meaning of the phrase “the fields are white for harvest" ________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________  
What practical implications should this have on our present lives? __________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
What are the implications of the testimony of the sinful woman (and the subsequent 
salvation of many in her home town) for the harvest?  Who does God want to use?  When 
does he want to use them? 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________  
 
Section Four – Jesus heals the official’s son (verses 46-54) 
 
How was healing used in this passage in terms of the harvest? ______________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Describe the progression of the faith of the official and the implications of the timing of 
the miracle itself? _________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
What was the result of the miracle? ___________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
What was the significance of Jesus statement about not believing unless you have seen a 
sign? ___________________________________________________________________ 
Share testimonies of how you have seen God’s healing power used in the harvest field 

	


